The collagen of the gingiva and of its blood vessels.
The collagen of the gingiva and that of its blood vessels of several animal species and of man were studied with the scanning electron microscope following corrosion with pancreatin at 0.3%. The gingival collagen forms fundamental cells or fasciculi that are distributed throughout the entire territory. In the interior of the cells there are small balls either detached or in clusters. Because of the contact and the fusion of these balls with the collagenic fasciculi, and due to their resistance to the pancreatin corrosion procedure, we believe them to be condensations of collagen. The approximate size of these balls was 2 micrometer. The fasciculi that surround these cells have either the form of bundles or are united in bands. There is an abundance of blood vessels in the gingiva and they are surrounded by collagen. This collagen can assume any of varied positions. The relations that exist between the vascular collagen and that of the gingiva are different in every case.